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Filed for intro on  01/31/2000

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 424
By  Chumney

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Officer Don Lee Overton
for meritorious service and heroism.

WHEREAS, it is important that this General Assembly honor those superlative

individuals who are willing to sacrifice their personal well-being to ensure the safety of others;

and

WHEREAS, Officer Don Overton was one such courageous Tennessean whose bravery

and professionalism valiantly served the citizens of Memphis and the good people of

Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, many grateful citizens of the Memphis community and from across the state

gathered together to comfort the family, friends, and colleagues in mourning the untimely

passing of Officer Overton, whose life tragically ended too soon while in the line of duty; and

WHEREAS, an officer of the law since February 4, 1989, Don Overton unflinchingly

faced danger on a daily basis and bravely put himself in risky situations with life-or-death

consequences, so that Memphians could sleep at night in the comfort of knowing that they were

safe in their homes; and

WHEREAS, a native of Camp Lejune, North Carolina, Officer Overton received his

bachelor's degree in Criminal Justice at the University of Tennessee at Martin; and
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WHEREAS, Mr. Overton enjoyed an impeccable tenure with the Memphis Police

Department, having remained calm in tense situations as a field training officer and negotiator

and rendering admirable service as a field training officer; and

WHEREAS, he was a distinguished member of the Fraternal Order of Police and the

Memphis Police Association; and

WHEREAS, Officer Don Overton served with courage and gallantry, thus deserving

proper recognition for heroism both in the Memphis Police Department and in society today; and

WHEREAS, Officer Overton faithfully worshipped the Lord as an active and devout

member of Raleigh Baptist Church, where he served his fellow brothers and sisters in Christ as

one of the congregation's youngest deacons; and

WHEREAS, Don Overton was deeply devoted to his family, and he always endeavored

to remain true to family values of the highest order; and

WHEREAS, Don Overton enjoyed the loving companionship of his wife, Karen, and was

eagerly awaiting the birth of their first child, Joshua Lee; it is unfortunate that Don will never

know the joy of fatherhood, but his unparalleled legacy of courage, honor, and selfless devotion

may live on in his son; and

WHEREAS, Officer Overton performed his duties with the utmost skill, dedication, and

professionalism; his service can only be categorized as outstanding; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Overton served with great bravery and ability, and this General

Assembly finds it appropriate to specially recognize this good and courageous man while

pausing to remember the exemplary life of this exceptional public servant and human being;

now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

FIRST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we hereby honor the exemplary life of Officer Don Lee Overton of

Memphis, remembering his courage and bravery in the performance of his duty as a police

officer and salute his inspiring and selfless heroism.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we express our deepest sympathy and offer our

most sincere condolences to the family and friends of Officer Overton.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


